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Safety Lay

1t@ Timefor Work.
Do You Know Where Your Machine Quards Are?

This photo, while not taken at a
KFIWCF location, depicts a common
machine guarding oversight. The belt
and live roller pose a serious nip point
hazard to anyone working within close
proximity. As the OSHA machine
guarding rule applies to conveyors,
any hazardous mechanical motion
within reach under, over around or
within 7 feet of floor level must be
guarded. In addition to what® shown
in this picture, that would include
hazards caused by rotating shatfts,
collars, couplings, cams, clutches,
flywheels and spindles. The danger
increases when bolts, nicks, and
projecting keys or set screws are
exposed on rotating parts.

Obviously, in the wood products
industry there are many types of
machinery other than conveyance
equipment that pose machine
guarding issues. Cutting, sawing,
shaping, and grinding are just a few.
As an employer, it is your
responsibility to insure that all such
hazards are identified and
safeguarded appropriately.

Minimum requirements for
performance of safeguards are:

o Prevent Contact With
Dangerous Moving Parts

o Provide a secure, tamper-resistant
guard of durable materials

o Protect moving parts from falling objects

o Create no new hazards

o Create no interference to a worker
Performing his job easily

o Allow for safe lubrication

Even the most elaborate safeguarding system
cannot offer effective protection unless the
worker knows how to use it and why. Specific
and detailed training is therefore a crucial part
of any effort to provide safeguarding against
machine-related hazards. Training should be
provided to new users, maintenance and
setup personnel when using equipment for the
first time or when alterations have been made
to the equipment.

The following tools to help you set up your
machine guarding program are available for
members via mail or email:

¥ Machine Guarding and Hazard
Exposure survey

¥ Machine Guarding Checklist

¥ Sample Machine Safeguarding
Evaluation Form

Contact Stephanie Shofner
(sshofner@rmsc.com) or Paul Fox to order.




